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Applicability
The Module seeks to make the Pentecostal scholar aware of Luther‘s contribution
to Pentecostal theology. It provides a fresh approach, it is useful for an understanding of
German Pentecostalism, Pentecostal, and contemporary theology.

Course structure See module and courses

Contact time 40 Hours Self-Study 110 Hours

Participation requirement See access to the program
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Evaluation

Evaluation Hours Weight

Phase 1 50 20%

Readings & Preparation 50 20%

Phase 2 40 30%

Participation 30 10%

Presentations 10 20%

Phase 3 60 50%

Research Paper 60 50%

Total 150 100%

Content of the Module

The course seeks to examine the roots and development of triumphalism within the
Pentecostal churches. Martin Luther and his theology will be studied in detail to assess if
triumphalism had its roots at the beginning of the Reformation. His Theology of the cross
will inform a redefinition of Pentecostal theology and challenge the whole aspect of
triumphalism.

Learning Objectives

A. General Learning Objectives
To see Pentecostalism in the context of historic Christianity and Reformation
Christianity
To see Pentecostalism in the context of American Evangelicalism.
To analyze the problem of triumphalism in Pentecostalism.
To contemplate means of reconfiguring Pentecostalism for the twenty-
first century.

B. Specific Learning Objectives
On successful completion of the module, students will be able to:

Appreciate the tension inherent in Pentecostal pneumatology.
Contemplate the work of the Spirit in various dimensions of the Christian
experience.
Coordinate Pentecostal emphases with other movements in history,
particularly with Luther and the Reformation.
Reformulate a Pentecostalism informed by suffering.
Use the gifts of the Spirit from a richer theological matrix.
Cultivate an awareness of and yearning for the Spirit’s presence



Outline

1. The Roots of Pentecostal Triumphalism
     a. What is Triumphalism?
     b. Triumphalism in American Religious History
     c. Another Look at the Pentecostal Story
     d. The Tectonic Plates
     e. A Re-reading of the History of Evangelicalism
2. Luther as Proto-Pentecostal
     a. Luther and the Supernatural
     b. Luther and the Priesthood of All Believers
     c. Luther and the Apocalypse
     d. Luther and Experience
          i. The Enthusiasts
          ii. The Ultimate and the Penultimate
3. Luther’s Theology of the Cross
     a. Understanding the Theology of the Cross
     b. The Cross and Personal Sin
     c. The Cross and Institutional Glory
     d. The Mechanics of the Cross
4. Redefining Pentecostalism
     a. The Janus-Like Nature of the Baptism in the Spirit
     b. Pneumatologia crucis
     c. Eschatologia Crucis
5. Testing a Cruciform Pentecostalism
     a. Replacing Restorationism: Experience
     b. Replacing Perfectionism: Sanctification
     c. The Pentecostal Nexus: The Miraculous

Examination See Evaluation
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