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Evaluation Hours Weight
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Content of the Module

This course offers a study of the doctrine of the Trinity. It examines the
fundamental, Scriptural data for the doctrine, tracks the formulation and articulation of
the doctrine in the history of the Church, and attends to appropriations of the doctrine in
contemporary theology.
It will also offer the student an understanding of the indispensability of the doctrine of
the Trinity with regard to Christian notions of salvation and community.

Learning Objectives

A. General Learning Objectives
This course seeks to:

Ascertain the biblical foundation for the Christian understanding of God as
Triune.
Analyze the historical issues and controversies that gave rise to the
articulation of the doctrine of the Trinity.
Critically engage the Trinitarian thought of various Church Fathers.
Compare and contrast the appropriation of the doctrine of the Trinity in
contemporary theological reflection with the data of Scripture and historical
articulations of the doctrine.

B. Specific Behavioral Objectives
As a result of the activities and study in this course, the student should be able to:

Identify and critically assess the biblical data that has grounded the doctrine
of the Trinity.
Demonstrate an understanding of the major historical contexts and
controversies that gave rise to the formal Christian conception of God as
Triune.
Compare and contrast the thought of various historical figures who shaped
the formal Christian conception of God as Triune.
Analyze the differences between Eastern and Western Trinitarian
formulations, specifically regarding the filioque doctrine.
Discuss and critically evaluate various contemporary expressions of the
doctrine of the Trinity.

Outline

Biblical Intimations of God as Triune
Historical Formulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part I): The Apologists
and Clement of Alexandria
Historical Formulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part II): Origen to
Athanasius
Historical Formulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part III): The
Cappadocians
Historical Formulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part IV): Tertullian to
Hilary
Historical Formulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part V): Aug to Filioque
Controversy
Contemporary Appropriations of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part I): The 19th
Century
Contemporary Appropriations of the Doctrine of the Trinity (Part II): Karl
Barth, Jürgen Moltmann, and others in the 20th Century

Examination See Evaluation
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