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This course undertakes a critical analysis and evaluation of reasoning about God.

Topics covered include the concept of God, arguments for and against God’s

existence, the relation between faith and reason, the problem of evil, religious pluralism,

and other related topics.

This course introduces a contemporary philosophical reflection on the concept of God,

arguments for and against God’s existence, the problem of evil, the relation between

faith and reason, and related topics in the philosophy of religion.

Assigned readings and class discussions will focus on selected basic questions, such as:
Content of the Module a) What is religion

b) What is classical theism and is it coherent?

c) What rational arguments or grounds are there for theism and for

atheism/agnosticism?

d) What is the nature of faith? Is it rational? Does it have to be?

e) Could a perfectly good God permit evil or the sort of evil that occurs?

f) If God exists, what difference might this make to human existence and to one’s own

life?

g) What are some of the major obstacles to religious faith in our postmodern world?

A. General Learning Objectives
This course seeks to:

e Introduce students to philosophical reflection on classical theism.

e Provide a detailed analysis of the main arguments for and against God’s
existence.

Relate philosophical reflection on the nature of God to other central
philosophical issues such as the nature of freedom, the problem of evil, and
the origin of morality.

Relate philosophical reflection on arguments for and against God'’s existence
to other important philosophical topics such as the relation of faith and
reason, the nature and availability of knowledge, and the justification of
religious belief.

Introduce students to a wide range of philosophers of religion and their views
on such topics as miracles, life after death, the problem of evil, and

religious pluralism.

Introduce students to social and scientific perspectives on religion.

Learning Objectives

B. Specific Behavioral Objectives
As a result of the study and activities of this course, the student should be able to:

e Thoughtfully and carefully discuss the concept of God and related
philosophical debates about the nature of freedom, the problem of evil, and
the origin and objectivity of morality

Explain and assess the main arguments for and against God’s existence in
the history of western thought

e Demonstrate a basic grasp of issues related to the problem of faith’s
relation to reason and the justification of religious belief

Explain and assess the positions of leading philosophers of religion

Explain and critically analyze the coherence of classical theism

Show the ability to discuss social and scientific perspectives on religion
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e What is Philosophy of Religion?

e The Relation between Faith and Reason

e The Idea of God and God’s Existence

e Modern/Postmodern World Views and Theistic Issues
e The Problem of Evil

o Life After Death

e Miracles

e Science and Religion

Religious Pluralism

See Evaluation
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